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THE PRESS : But you said it can be s imply a r eflect ion 
of somethi nG on the gr ound . 

0 I 

CAPI'AIN JAMES: · \olell., an. object an tho ground is 
actually somethi ng back t o the r eflecti on l:>:; a curved path. 

• 0 • 0 • 

THE ·pro:ss : I see . · • • • • 

TEE PRESS: I n ather "'ords 1 it doesh ' t have to be 
in tho ai r . 

f • • 

CAPrAI N JAMES : That ' s correct . 
f • • 

'I' HE PRESS: 
t he r adar? 

In the ar ea: .c,pvt.lred by the sweep on . .. 
' 

: 

CAPTAIN JAMES : It has to be in the arca:cover ed by 
• • 

the r adar set. It has t o be within the r anee . 

THE PRESS : But not in the ai r • 
• 

• 

CAPI'AIN JAMES : But not i n the air . 

THE PRESS : 
r ef lections ? 

What sort. of sround tar gets give those 
• . 

• 

• 

• 

CAPTAIN JAMES : ·It depo~da on the amount of t enper ature 
inver s i on and the s i ze and shape of the ground obj 0cte • 

.. 
THE PRESS : vloulcl t his r eflect t on account f or 

simultaneous r u.dar sightings and visual sighti ngs which 
appear t.o qoin~ide on t ho basis of conver sat i ons between 
t he r adar oper ator and the observer outsi de ? 

CAPTAIN J /J.1ES : There is sooe possibility of th•lt 
due to t ho orume ef f ects . 

• 

THE PRESS : Why would t hese t umper atur e inver sions 
chango l ocation eo r apidly or travel? 

CAPTAIN JAMES : \.fell, actually, tt' can be tho 
appearance or dis~ppearsnce of differ ent gr ound tar gets 
giving the appcr~runce of somethinG oovin~ when, tt.ctually, 
the differ ent objects ar c standing sti l l. 

THE PRESS: Would these pseudo-blips cause any 
difficulties in ' conbat at all? 

• 

• 
" • 0 • • 

• • • 
• • 
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CAPTAIN J AMES : Not t o people that unde~staad what ' s 
going on . They do cause difficulty • 

• 

THE PRESS : Then the experienced oper at or s r eal l y 
can t ell the di f f er ence between --

CAPTAIN J AMES : That's correct . 

THE PRESS : How about the CAA men? 

CAP.rAI N JAMES: I don't know . 

THE PRESS : Would the disappear ance or r eappear ance 
of these bl ips be accounted for by the movement of a cloud 
bank that r eflected a ground t ar get? 

CAPTAIN JAMES : Well , actually, it ' s not a cloud 
bank . I t ' s a t emper at ure inver-s i on of t he at mospher e . You 

' see , if war m a ir comes in over a cool ar ea , you have a 
t emper ature inver s i on and the at mospher e can be per f ectly 
clear, and still the r ays will be bent. 

THE PRESS : Would that a ccount f or 'the f act t hat 
these i meges dis appear ed and reappear ed . on these screens 

' r ecentl y? ' • 

CAPTAIN JAMES : · I' m not pos itive about that. Ther e ' s 
a poss ibil ity . 

THE PRESS : Capta in, was ther e t emper ature inver s ion 
in this ar ea l ust Saturday night? . . 

CAPTAI N JAMES : Ther e was • 

THE PRESS : And the Saturday night pr eceding? 

CAPrA IN JAMES : I ' m not sure 
but ther e was l a st Saturday night. 

. 
. 

about the one pr eceding, 

THE PRESS : Was ther e one l a st night ? 

CAPrA IN JAMES : I don't know. 

THE PRESS : Ca pta in, did any two s et s in this ar ea 
get a fix on t hese so-called saucer s ar ound her e? 

CAPTAIN JAMES : The infor mation we have i sn 't good 
enough t o det er mine th3t . 

• 
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• • • • 

THE PRESS: You don't 
and Washi~gton Nationa l A~~P9~t 
on anything? · · . 

• , ' r .. • 

' 

know whether Andrews Field 
actually got a triangulation 

~ 

I . ' 

CAPrA IN JAMES: You see , the r ecords made and kept 
er en 't accurat e enough t~ tie ith~t· in that cios'e . 

· · THE PRESS :' Wn9.t ·:i s ··the possibility of these being 
other then phenomena ? 

• 
MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD~ Well:, I'd like to maybe 

r elieve Capta in Jame~ . . ,Jus~ ,.fl, .,m,inl,tte • . Yo'\,\r quest ion i s · what ? . . . 
. . ' i • o o ... o I o • 

THE PRESS : What ' i s the 'poss i bility of t hese s ightings 
• I 

b e ing other the n optich.l ~r ntq:~o~plw:- ic p.:1enomen('l.? In other 
' ' words , what i s the pos e ibiliJ.;y of the i r u t!!..ng guided mi ssiles 

l aunched from some other c~untry, for. exump;Le? 
• 

MAJOR GENER:\1 SAMFOP.D : Well , if you c ould s el ect 
out of this mass a ny pe.r t i cul• !' one or two tm d. nt o.rt working 
on them and say, "What is .t~1~ pussi'?;j } .. ity of them being 
these t h i ngs? " Then yo'l.:. c•.;mP-. i, ~,; ~ !:1-:> p·o;.:nt '1.nd say t his one 
i s r epur. t.E:: C:. to hllve _dnr.e thL1e,s w ::.~c .1:: .r e ·~1.1..:tre f ur it to do 
thos0 th-tngs e i t:her on0 of t'ivv 9 0n~::..t-.::.. ohs / n.bG.o:'...ut e u:inximum 
power or no mass . If t-~li .s :i.s · '1. th:iJ.g in t er ms cf' a guided 
mis s ile , it does t he s e i,ln.c.gs thRt h:1ve bc:en me1:.sured and 
r eported . It c~n ao thu~e. ~hings ~f ther e i s the or etically 
no limit to the power inv9.~v~d c.nd ther e i s the or c:ticnlly no 
mass involved. ~l1e~ 's: OA$. of the conditions tha·c would say, 
well , if someone solved,<;>*e of those pr oble ms , this could 
then b e expl·1. ine d a s one. O.f t.r..ose i: a~.D.~s . You find another 

; one and 1 t hns .:. - it j·J.s~ de velops ~ jyr, o no other purpose or 
no othe r pa t t ern that c (:•.lli be ass<·c:La t 0d with th~m, a· miss ile . 

' . 
Thos e which we wight i derccify as be i J.13 mi ssiles will b e tro.ckad. 

• • • 1 • 

They '11 have a truck ,t o aGvelop sot •.e,;hing that peopl e c on put . . ' 
a m~asurement t o • . I.dori~~ know wheth~r th~t answers the 
question , It s~tisfi~s ~gme o~ it, but maybe not ~11 of it . 

I ' ' . 
Yes? • 

• 

THE PRESS : Ha ve ther e been any s uch instances so 
.. • • t 

f ar in which you hod infor mation that indi cat ed that e ither 
'of these two conditions wer e fulfilled? . . 

. . 

·MAJ OR GENERAL SAMFO:tm : Ab solute , no mo.ss? 
• • 

. . ' . - THE PRESS : No 1 i mi t to the power • 

I I ' 

. . 
I • 

• 
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M1\.JOR ODNERAL SAMFORD : You 
that ther e ' s nothing there ! 

• 

kllf'w, whnt "no 
(Laughter ) . 

THE PRESS·: How about the power ? . 
• 

mass " 

.. . .; ~ MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORJ').: 
• j 0 • 

In ·t er ms of earthly wei ghts 
'and. earthly value . 

.. 
'l'IIE PRESS : Yes . 

' 
• 

MAJ OB GENERAL SAMFORD: And unlimited power - - thnt 
.~e~ns pow.er .of such ·fantastic higher · limits t hat it i s a 
theQretfca l unlimited -- it' s nob c.nything t hat we can under­
s~d • . It' s like my trying to under st and-- I want to be car e ­
ful because I was going t o say a million dollar s, but I can't 
under stand a hundred! It's one of those questions of unlimited 
power that .. just get s. :beyor..~ your comr-rehens ion that ho.s t o be 
used t o meet this . 

THE PRESS : Gener al, do you have cny t entative con­
clusion or even a trend t owards u belief of wtint these loccl 
r adar blips er e? Ther e ' s been t alk t hat you did .have the 
heat inver sions those nights . Ar e you all inclined t o believe 
th~t' s what t hat i s ? 

.. MAJOR r rumRAL SAMFORD : I think thnt we 're l earni:ag 
progress ively more and oore ·a~out ~he r adar and that these .. 
instances ·very likely ar e meybe go.od observatio11.s that the 
r aaar can make of something but not likely ~o be observa~ions 
of the things t hat the r adar was des igpe t ~o observe ( l aughter). 
Now, (luught er 1 -- all rigtt. Now, le~' s say --we don't know 
muoh r.bout -- ead I' 11 be gett·iJl.g f ar llfiel d t eelmically --
we dor. 't know much aboub the Northern Li ghts . We 'd like t o be 
able t o measure thnt n little biu bet~r. Thnt i s the ki~ of 
thought I was .trying to express by ·snying reQ~r was intended 
to observe a i rcr aft ·for control of a ircr aft a~ t o deal with 
aircraft . Now, you may have sc i entific aovantnges for observa ­
tion t hat it wasn't intended for • 

• 

. I .wonder i f you' q. speak to my point on that, 
Captci~ James , whether I've gotten ~oo f ar af i eld ·o~ something 
I don't know anything about. 

CAPTAIN JAMES : Yes , s ir; tho.t ' s ~uite true . We 
f i nd that sometimes the r adar set will Q~. for med i n c manner 
not des irable and due t o the f act that it doesn't happe~ every 
day everyone i sn't f nmiliar with those char acteris tics and it 
sometimes turns out t o be n myst ery. 

• 



• 

• 

• 

THE PRESS: . Well, getting back, i f I may fol low it 
up, on these l ocal r adar observations , then you come t o the 
t entative conclusion that they're phys ical phenomena? Would 
you say that ? 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I think so, yes • . 

THE PRESS: How i s it we haven't had them bef or e? 

. THE PRESS : Well, that' s what I was going t o get t o . 

• 

What' s the history ef this thing? Eadar oper ators in the past, 
when you inquire of them; have they seen· s i milar lights in t he . . . 
past and because they ~eyer bother ed to associat e t hem with 
flying saucer s they've never gotten in the newspaper s ? 

~\JOR GENERAL SAMFORn: Oh, they have assoc i ated 
them in the past with things t ho.t . wer e thought des i r o.bl e to 
inter cept. I said a mi nute ago· we 've intercepted flocks of 
ducks and s i milar things . Ther e ' s some hist ory of t he l ack 
of identification of f riendly a ircr aft whi ch causes a lot of 
unnecessary interceptions in some parts of the world, being 
mixed up with a lot of t hi s s~rt of thing too i n which we ' ve 
had many interceptions t hat went out and i dentified a f riendly 
that should b.O.vc ·been. est ablished. by some other method, but 
mixed up with .t hose ther e '.vc been many of these attempts to 
identif y an unlmown, t l].e.t f i zzled out in the same way that the 
current ones have f i zzled out • . 

• . 
THE PRESS : In other words , it i s not a r ar e phenomenon, 

this thing that ? appened Saturday night and the Saturday befor e 
that? 

• MAJ OR GENERAL SAMFORD: I t i s· not a rare phenomenon. 

THE PRESS: Itt s not r ar e , and it occurs often enough 
so that you do have a hist ory, and . r ndar experts have been 
trying t o f ind out what causes them; i s that r~ght? 

MJ\JOR GENERAL SAMFORD: That is correct. Yes , s ir. 

THE PRESS : Gener al Samford, has· the Air Force 
conduct ed any i ndependent r esear ch through univer sities or 
through the r adar pe ople , the Gilf illen peopl e or whoever ? 

MAJ OR GENERAL S.AMFO~ : Yes , s ir. We have a. number 
of available consult ant s , s~me contract s that have been 
ini~iated, some of t hem t ha.t ar e be ing thought of, but, again, 

• 
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I think I'd like t o go back to the point of the pr ofit in 
this thing perhaps be ing a measurement f irst, an adequate 
measurement thut can go t o sc i ence •. Reports of the same 
kind that we 've ~een getting except for this Bdditional 
mechanical asset or opportlmity called the r adar have been 
going on s ince the Bible times . Now, the r adar gives un 
additional opportunity to observe something about th~t, but 
it still doesn't r.1eusure it with the kind of prec i s i on that i s 
needed to put it into analysis. 

THE PRESS: Ar e you getting s omething to do that ? 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORJ): We h0.ve some hope with a 
camera that has on the front of it e -- will you describe what 
that -- • 

CAPTAIN ill~S : It has a de -fraction grid. 

!-1AJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : Yes , a de-fraction gri d on 
the front of it that will be us eful aga inst lights because 
through the.t de-fraction you'll be able to sny, from what 
substance was this light mnde? Whnt gases were burning? Was 
it gas? Wus it incundescence? nnd so forth. Now, those 
camer as - - the l ens i s about a $15. item, or this gri d i s , 
and the camer a i s n.bout a $15 item . We ho.ve on order a snmll 
qoontity, two hundred plus of tb:ose . We hope to be cble t o 
distribute those into the hands of people who mi ght h~ve 
opportunity. Now, with the gr eat diver s ity of .peopl e who 
r eport 1 t ' s not too easy to put your fi'nger on who has the 
highest opportunity to r eport, i nto whose hands such a device 
should go , but we think we Illfl.Y l earn .who might be the most 
optimum r eporter s . A gr eut volume of th~se cnmer as t o scatter 
ar ound to try through the shotgun approach t o g0t r eports 
doesn't l ook like t oo valuable a project but that is one way 
of trying to mensure whnt thes e lights ar e . 

THE PRESS : For what purpose -- they have hnd 
s imil c.r gadgets before , I mean, to oeasure or to det er mine 
the origin of what gener at es the light. Is · this a new type? 

CAPrA IN JAMES: The grid is. 

Iv1AJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: • 

hasn't been a i med specif ically at 
these items as f ar as we know. 

It's not new except that it 
these items or focused on 

. THE PR~SS : Gener al, the Capt nin mentioned a mo~ent 
c1go or bad the thought that when ther e i s t emper ature inver sion 

• 

• 
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·· the men know who ar e observing r adar. Is it all right to n slt 
if the Air Forc e thinks thnt these obJects the other night 
wer e a r esult of t emper ature inver s i on? 

• f 

MAJ OR GENERAL S~WORD : Well; I'll answer th~t f irst, 
• try to, and ·then ask Capta in James for on opinion. X don 't 

think that we ·0.r e quite sure that the Menzel theory o·f t emper-
ature inver s ion or that scientists ar e sure that that i s a good 
theory. rt: I s ·s upported by s.ome peopl e . Other people who have 
equal competence , it would appear, discredit it. So the gamble 
as t o whether t h::lt 1 s the cause or not is about a fifty-fifty 
proposition. It' s appealing. It does satis fy c erta in conc erns . 
I s thnt a f a ir st ntement or .answer to that ' question? 

• • • 

C.\Pl'AIN JAMES : Sir, the Menzel theory applies mr.inly 
t o light r ays . 

• MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : Yes . 
• . 

CAPTAIN J AMES : . In r egar d t o the temper ature invers i on 
effect on r adar waves that .i s ~airly well est ablished • 

THE PRESS : Ther e ' s no doubt about the l att er, i s 
ther e? 

• .. 
CAPTAIN JAMES : The.t ' s right. . . 

• • 

' THE PRESS : That' s been est~blished . 
• • 

TIIE PRESS : And it wns not --• 

CAPI'AIN JANES : We. don' t . have suff i c i cnt information 
t o say definitel y that that was t he c~use • 

• . 
THE PRESS: You sa i d nn experienced rnd~r operator 

could t el l t he diff er ence . 

• • 

CAPI'AIN JAMES : I would say so • 

THE PRE3S : W~sn't . there a naval b~ttle during the 
war in which ther e was a gr ectt eng".gement ·fought ag~inst nn 
inver s i on of r a dar? .. 

CA~AIN ~AMES : I under stand th~t happened . 

· · ·THE PRESS : · You ha d two experts over ther e l ast 
Saturday night, M~jor Fo,~net r.nd Lieutenunt Hol comb , who 

• 

• 

• 
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descr ibed themsel ves as r adar t echnicians and i nt el ligence 
officer s . What was their opi nion? :' · 

MAJ OR GENERAL SAMFORD : May I t ry t o make anot her 
answer and ask f or support or negation, on the quality of the 

· r adar oper ator. I ' per sonally .don't f eel that i s necessaril y 
assoc i at ed with quality of r adar ·ope·r ators because r adar 
op·er at or s of gr eat quality o.r e going t o be confus ed by the 
things which now appear ~nd may appear in a r adar . The 
ability to use the r adar f or the 'thfng ft. was des igned for 
i s , I believe , dependent upon the ·thihg thnt they see doing 
a n(!)rtnal act. I f it d'oes A. normal act,· t hen it becomes 
identif i ed as the 'thing thnt they thbught '.'it was and t hen i t 
pulls itsel f al ong through this mass of i ndi cat i on and t hey 
say, "That one ha s normal.. ·proces s-es ." " · 1 think t hat a 
descripti on of a GCA l anding ha s s ome bearing on that in whi ch 
t o get assoc i at ed with the GCA you have t o make a cer t ain 
number of queries and do' n certa in number of things and t hen 
you become identif i ed through the f act t hat you obey . Other 
things that ar e in ther e 'don't obey . · I t' you obey, t hen you 
have o.n identity end you cah then be" fol l owed wit h prec i s i on . 
So I wouldn't like t o say that this i s a f unction of i ncdequnt e 
r uder oper ations . I think it' s n thing that can happen to any 
rada~ oper at or. If he sees something i n t her e and says , 
"That one i s neither behaving nor any ot her nor mc.l patt ern . " 
Hhat i s it? Curd.os i ty sti mulus 1 any' · ot her kind of stimulus 
can r esult in over emphas i s at any particular time on any 
r adar scope . :These r ecently appear t o have· been much mor e 
s olid r eturns than ar e ordinarily cl ass i f i able by the ar gu-
ment s that I have just given . · : 

' • I • Would you address yourself to what I ' ve just said? 

THE PRESS : 
was the questi.on~ 

.. . . . 
Yes . What do the expert s think? . 

• • • 

MAJ OR GENERAL SAMFORD: The experts ? 
• 

. . 

That 

THE PRESS : 
did ·they r eport 

The ones 
to you?· · 

that snw it l ust Saturday night. 
What 

r eturns. 

. 
• 

. 

THE PRESS : TWo of them saw· it in--

THE PREss·: What ·. did t hey say? · 

• 

·MAJOR GENERAL 'SAMFORD: · They said they made good 

• 

• 
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THE PRESS : Did they draw any conclus ion e.s to what 
they wer e , whether they wer e clouds? 

t4AJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: 
they think that they ought to be 

They made good r eturns and 
followed up . 

tlmt it 
withC'ut 

THE PRESS : But now you come to the gener al 
was some either .heat · :inver sions or ·some C'ther 

belief 
0 

phenomena 
substance . 

\ 

• 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : The 1>hrase "wi thout subst ance " 
bother s me a l ittl e . 

THE PRESS : Well , could you --
0 

0 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : -- so.y what we do think? 

THE !'BESS : Yes . • 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : I thi nk that the highest 
pr obability i s thllt these or e phenomena us's'oc i at ed wi th the 
intellectual nnd scientific inter est s that we ar e on the r oad 

0 

to l earn mor e about but that · ther e i s nothing in them that i s 
a ssoc i at ed with material or vehicles or 'mi ss'iles that ar e 
directed agai nst the United St at es . 

THE PRESS: General, y~u Rai d that - - can you stop 
that shor t of the United St at es , sir, or the menace to the 
United St at es 7 . . .. 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : I ' m sorry -

THE PRESS : Cnn .you stop that st~:ttement shor t of 
your menace t o the United St~tes? 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : Well, thllt was the -- I 
think that is the par t t hat I bel i eved . Now, what was it 
t~at I would have said 0therwise? 

THE PRESS : Well, you sa i d wer e not associat ed 
with vehicles ~- · 

THE PRESS : Materials . 

-

THE PRESS: Mi ssiles . 

THE PnESS : Per iod ! 

• 

• 

• 

, 
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THE PRESS : M~teri~l, vehicles , and missiles directed 
~gcinst the United St at es . 

THE PRESS : The question wh~ther these ar e hostile 
or not makes very little differ ence . What we 're trying t o get 
at i s ~re you eliminnting excluding f rom any consideration a 
miss ile , a vehicle 1 or r.>..ny other mater htl object t hat mi ght 
be flying through the a ir other than sound or light or some 
other intangible? 

plonet 
· THE PRESS.: 

violnting our 
Somebody from this pl~net 

a ir spuce . (Laughter) 
or s ome other 

MJ\J OB GENERAL SAMFORD: The . astr onomer s ar e our best 
adviser s , of course , in ~his ~us iness of vis itors from else ­
where . The nstronomer s photograph the sky continuously per­
haps with the most adequc.t e phot oar uphy in exi st ence txnd the 
complet e absence of things ~hich would have to be in t heir 
appear ance f or many days e.nd months to come f r om some1o1her e 
el se . It doesn't cause them to have r.ny -enthus i asm whut s oever 
in thinking about this other s ide of it. · 

'l'HE PRESS : 
ported c.ny s ightings 

0 

Have any astronomi cal l abor atories r e -
"io.'he t soever or any·nstronomer s? 

Mi1JOR GENERf..L SAMFORD : I don 1 t r ec t .11. Ca pte in 
Buppelt, do you kr..ow whether we 've had r eports f r om as tronomic 'll 
l abor atories or obse~vat ories? 

0 

0 

CAFTAIN RUPPELT: No, oir. None have ever hnd any 
r eal bearing . 

THE PRESS : Gener al , does thnt . -- the kind of in­
volved explona.tion you jus t g::~ve us -- does tht ~t ~pply t o the 
r ecent W~shington. s i ghtings or upon yot~ observ'ltions ovar the 
p:1st year s s ince 1946 based on all. your experience with it? 

MAJOR GEmmAL SAMFORD : Well, our r enction to the 
r ecent Wr-shington s ightings is rel~ted t o the p~st experi~nce 

• 
in t erms of -- we have dealt with r edor blips befor e . 

THE PRESS : Gener c.l, if these wer e vehicl es or 
mat erial s of our own making, they wouldn .'t be a mencce t o 
the United St ates . Do you exclude thae 

MAJOR GENERAL s:..MFO~: I 'd axc 1 ude thn t, de fin! t aly. 

• 

• 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

' . 
MINUTES OF PRESS CONFERENCE HELl) BY 

' . 

MAJOR GENERAL JOHN A. SAMFORD 
. 

DIRECTOR OF IN'l'ELLIGENCE, U. S. AlR FORCE 

29· JUly. 1?52 - 4 :00 p. m. -Room 3E-869 , The Pent agon 

Pnrticipa~ing : .Ma jor Gener al Roger M. Ramey 
Director of Oper ations , USAF 

• • 

Colonel Donald L. Bower, Technical Analysis 
Divis ion, Air Technical Intelligence Center 

.. 
Captain Roy L. ·James , Elec~ronics Br anch, 

Ai r Technical Intelligence Center 

Capta in Edward J . Ruppelt , Aerial Phenom~on 
Br anch, Air Technical Intelligence Center 

• • • 

I 

Mr . Burgoyne L. Griffing, Electronics Br anch, 
Air Technical Intelligence Center 

MR . SCHOOLEY: Ladies and gentlemen, l et me r emind 
' the military that, ~hile they ar~ w~lcome her e , this i s a 
'pr ess confer ence and l et' s be sure that the press i s all 
seat ed befor e the confer ence l egins • 

• 

I • 
Let me introduce Gener al Samford, Air Force Director 

of Intelli gence , and Gener a l Ramey, Direct or of Oper ations . 
General Samford . 

MA.JOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I think the plan i s t o have 
very brief open~ng r emarks ani then nsk for such questions as 
you may want to put to us .f or. discussion and unswer. In so 

• • 

far as opening r emarks is con~erned, I just want to st at e our 
r eason for c o~cern about this .. · · 

The Air For.ce f eels a very definite obligation to 
identify and analyze things that happen in the a i r that may 
have in· them men~ce to the United St at es and, because of that 
f eeling of obligation and our pursuit of that inter est, s ine~ 

1947, we have an activity that was · known one time ns Pr oject 
Saucer nnd now, as r~rt of another more stable and integrat ed 
or ganization, have undertaken to analyze .between a tnousand 
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-
THE PRESS : General, l et 1 s make .it clear now you 

ar e excluding -- if you'll affirm that -- you nr e excluding 
v~hicles , missile~, .. and ot~er t angible objects flying through 
space , including th~ subhuman bo'dies from other planet s . 

.. 
MAJOR GENEAAL SAMFORD : In my mind, yes • . 

. . TIIE PRESS: Anything mat erial - - would thnt be a 
cleo.r st~temerit? • 

• 

• 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: When you deal with a sc i en­
tific man, maybe he might quarrel with you by what i s the r enl 
meaning of "mat erial. " . With my' limited knowledge of mat erial 
I would say yes . In my oWn view 'the thing is excluded as 
being a nmt erial evidence • 

. 
THE PRES$: In oth~r words , Ge~e~al, if you r emove 

the EEI from that .st at ement, it could apply, to any miss tle , 
materia+, or object that . i s . in the air, regard~ess of whether 
it' s a menace t o the United St at es or no~? 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: . . . 
• 

• 
THE PRESS : In other words, it just i sn't ther e . 

MJ.\ JOR GENERAL SAMFORD : I believe that, that t her e 
i s no - - well , now, _t ho.t i s a little bit in error because a 
minute ago I sa id birds do these things . Now, a bird has 
subst ance , you see . I don't want to go out and say thnt these 
things ar e r eflections of nothing. If they're r eflections 

• 

fr_om the ground up in the a+r, they 1 r e r eflections of something. 
That's why the thought of saying that this thing satisfi es us 
in having no r eo.l patter~ other than .that of phenomena . 

• • 

THE PRESS : Ge~erel, you sa i d ther e ' d never been a 
s i multaneous r adar fix ori one of tnese things . 

MAJOR GENERAL S;\M;FOIO : I don't think I wanted to 
say that . 

THE PRESS: ' You didn't mean to say it? 
. 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I meant to say that, when 
you t alk about s i multaneously,. fiomebody will say, ''Was it on 
1203 hours, 24~ seconds?" and I don't know • 

• 

TEE PRES~ : Well, I'd like to point out thi s f ac t 
thai the officer in charge of the radar station at Andrews 

I 

' I 
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Field told me that on the morning of July 2Cth, which was a 
· week from l ast Saturd~y , he picked up an object three miles 
north of Riverdal e and he was in intercom communication with 
CAA and they exchanged infor mation and CAA al so had a blip 
three miles north of Riverdale and on both r adars the same 
blip r emained for about thirty seconds and simultaneously 
disappear ed from both sets • . Now --

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Well, their definition of 
simultaneous, yes. But ~ome people won't be satisfied that 
that is simultaneously. 

. THE PHESS :. Well, it is pretty damned simultuneous 
(laughter) for all purposes , it is satisfied by the inver s ion 
theory, Captain. 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD.: Well, I'm t alking about the 
split-second people who want to say you've got to prove now 
that this h~ppened at such-and-such a ~ime and they 'll s~y 
your observations ar e del ayed 'by half a second; therefore , 
you cnn 1t say it was simultaneous . 

THE PRESS: And does your inver sion theory expla in 
away that situation? 

. 8AP:rAIN JAMES : It possibly could, yes • 

THE PRESS : It possibly could, but could it?. 

CAPrAIN JAMES: We don 1t have the det ails • 

• THE PRESS : Is there ~y r eason ~hy it couldn't 

TilE PRESS: Gene~al, can we get this clarified? 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : I believe -- I'm trying to 
let this gentleman as~ a question. Excuse me • 

• 

TilE PRESS : Isn't it true , s ir, that these show a 
definite grouping, the sightings ar ound atomic bomb plants or 
ar eas? Doesn 't your map at Wright Fi eld show that? 

r41\.JOR GEt·IERAL SAMFORD : ·I find no more pattern in 
this disper sal of s i ghtings than I do in a r adar scr een , You 
can perhaps t ake distribution of sightings 1:md say that you 
arrcnge it this way and you t ake this group during this period 
and that gives you a disperse l that may have some significance 
in it. But I'd like to have Cnptuin Ruppelt develop•that 

• 

• 
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because he probably knows mor e about what has been done t o 
try t o plot these things and say, "Does that have any meaning? " 
I am not satisfied tha~ any .effort we ' ve made toward a di spersal 
pattern has as yet develope~ · one.shred of evidence or meaning . 
Would you correct me or speak to that point? . . . 

' . 
CA·Pl'Alli RUPPELT:·· 'we 've plotted these things out on 

a map and t~ey do come out grouped around some of the atomic 
inst~llations in the country. However, ther e ' s one point, 
you don't know, maybe the peopl e in that ar ea ar e a little 
mor e jumpy and, if they see a. meteor, they 'll r eport it in 
t :o. the guards . If some f O:rmE:lr .. out in the middle of Iowa saw 
a met eor, he 1 d just forget ab<!>ut it. Now, that i s one pos ­
sibility t hat we can't eliminate . · A lot of the s i ghtines 
that occurred around these atomi c inst allations have turned 
out to be balloons, etc~·, but it may be that the st ory bas 
gone out that those ar e vital ar eas and mor e people are r e ­
porti~g . We don't know. 

THE ffiESS : 
ones that you've got 

What percento.ge of your unexpla inable 
ar e ar ound ther e ? 

CAPTAIN RUPPELT : A f ew of them . 

THE PRESS~ Is it the same pattern? 

. CAPT-.\IN RUPPELT: · . I. wouldn't say that ever y s i ghting 
ar ound an at~ic inst allation i s · unexpl a ined . Ther e ' s r eally 
no -- I don't quite follow you . . · 

• • • 
' • 

• 

THE PRESS : His question is what . per centage of the 
unexplainable percentage of the s i ghtings ar e gr ouped ar ound 
at omic energy-- . 

CAPI'AIN RUPPELT : We ' ve .never broken it down. 
~ •. • . . 

THE PRESS : Is it unif.orm t o the gener al per centttges? 
• 

•• 

· . CAPTAIN RUPP.ELT: . It followed the gener al percentages • 
I n other .words , if tventy per cent of the s ightings ar e un­
explained, twenty per cent of the ~ ightings ar ound Los Al amos 

• 

ar e --
• 

., 
THE; PR~SS : Unexpla ined . • 

• 

' 
. . 

. . . . \ 
. . 

• CAPI!.Alli RUPPELT: -- unexpla ined; right • 
• • 

• • 

· . · ~HE fRESS : .- What per centage of t hese ha_ve come from 
techn:f:c~l men iA sc i ence at these ins t al l:ltions'? 

• 
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• . ' 

CAPrAIN RUFPELT: It varies with the type 0f peopl e . 
In other words , at Los Al(~mos most of the people ar e f a i rly 
t echnical people . However ·, you run the guards in a place like 
that. · Now, that may be an-other f actor. All those inst allations 
have guards that st ay -out twenty-four hours ·a day nnd :those 

'people ar e in a ~~tter position to obser~e than other people • 
• ' ' ' ' 

THE PRESS : •Have m~ny of the 
instance 'at Los Al amos , :the sc i entists 

' ' 

sc~entists though, for 
or technical people , 

r eported these ' things? · 
' 

., 

CAPl'AIN RUPPELT : . Yes ; they have . We have r eports 
from very high t echnical people . 

. ' 

THE PRESS : If your r eports, some of them, come from 
these ·t echnieal people , wh~t type of infor mation would the 
Air Force like to have? · 

CAPl'AIN RUPPELT: The Air Force would like t o have -­
can I answer, s ir? 

a s ize , 

' MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : Go ahead. 

CAPTAIN RUPPELT: 
speed and altitude 

' 

The Air For ce would like to have 
and what-hqve-you on these things . 

THE PRESS: Numeer of men inside it? (Laughter ) 

THE PRESS: In view of practicalities what would an 
ordin~ry citizen do if he sow one? Would you be inter est ed in 
his infor~ation? What can he do t o help you? 

CAPTA+N ~UPPELT : ~ctually, we ar e very much inter ested. 
However, ther e isn't much we can do with their information. 
It's p~ssible that you might get . a series of sightings ~ In 
other words, if you get everybody up and down the East Coast 
looking, you mi ght be able t o plot a ground track' from it, 
but the infor mation we get from the gener al public or from 
a sc i entist -- ther e 's no differ ence . In other words, well, 
l et' s t a ke a met eor-like blject, for example . If you're out 
some night and see a met eor, what cen you t ell me a~but that 
met eorT You don't even know in .whi~h direction it was going . 
Actually, it l ooked to you maybe like it was going across the 
sky from east to west,. ·but you're not sure . You're just look~ng 
at a horizontal p~ojection of that meteor. And a sc i entist 
the same way. Just becaus e he ' s a scientist doesn't mean he ' s 
got better eyes . 

• 

• 
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• • 

' 
. THE PRESS : What about a r.ep~rt, for example, about 

one week ago from an engineer who sighted· six or seven who 
' followed a definite pattern and then all turned in the same 

direction and went straight up at an estimated speed -- I 
forget what he said it was. 

CAPTAIN RUPPELT: I couldn't pick that one out t'rom 
the mass and size-- I 'mnnt'familiar .with that one. 

. . 
saucers 

sereens . 

' . 
. 

THE PRESS: · Have you inv~st~gated these so-cal led 
here in Washington7 

THE PRESS : The ones we've been· seeing here on ra~~r 
•, 

CAPTA!N RUPPELT : We've got the data on them . . . 

' 
• ' ' . 

THE PRESS : Have you inve.st i gated them your self? : 

CAPTAIN RUPPELT: Well, what do you mean by that, • • • 

now -- g~ne out and personally talke~ to al~ these people? 

THE PRESS : Yes . 

• 
CAPTAIN RUPPELT : 

. . • 

• 
, I No; I haven t . 

THE PRESS : Bas anybody 'from the Air Force t alked 
to Harry Barnes , who 's the Senior Controller in t he CAA ra~a~? 

CAPTAIN RUPPELT : We have a r eport f r om the CAA 
Contr oller . . . 

• 

THE PRESS : But nobody's inter viewed him? 

' CAPTAIN RUPPELT : I ct>uldn 't t ell you that . 

THE PRE~S. : Gener a·l, you started to say you wanted 
certain means of measur~ng these things and y~u mentioned 
this camera . Wer e y~u going ' t o name others or i s that the 
only thing you have in mind as a poss ible way of identifying . 
and measuring these phenomena? 

• 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : Mr. Griffing i s her e from 
the Electronics Section. Would· y~u address ~ourself to that, 
Mr. Griffing7 • 

MR . GRIFFING : I didrr 1t hear the question . 

• 

• 

• 
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THE .PRESS : The quest i on was we 'd ask what --the 
Gener al had said t~e · greatest need now was 'to get some way 
of measuring t hese r eport 's' iri t erms that 'yo\i can turn them 
over to a scientist and I ·aske'd him wha~ ·was he seeking in 
that way 1 what he was getting . ·He ·menti oned t ·his · c·amer a . 
I connected the .~~est~on with s ome way of measuring the gases . ~ .. , .. "" 
and lights . ~ asked hi~ .were there ~ther things than that 

• o • • • • • I 1 that he might mention that they're now ordering ·or ·procuring 
f or that purP,~s~ . . ' ' • • 

MR . GBIF'F'ING: The ref.taotiol\rocamer a should 't ell 
whether it' s an incandescent souree or whether it' s illuminous 
gas ·. Well, that woUld :ltnmediately :t ell whether it was a 
meteor or r eflecti on of a headlight, a mirage theor y and it 
might also identify what ki~d of gases • 

• 

' 
THE PRESS: What other than this camer a? Are ther e 

any other tools that you.1r e seeking now? 
. . '. 

MR . GlUF'l''ING: Ther e is another pr oposal which als o 
uses .de-fraction gr~tihg, which i s a continuously oper at ing 
Schmidt t el escope , and that will give a cont inuous record over 
the night . 

THE PRESS : What's this? 
• 

THE PRESS: t o photograph the 
' entir e heaven in one 

That' s a telescope 
whole pictUl"'e? · 

. . 
MR . GRIFFING: Yes , sir. 

THE PRESS: Would. you r epent that 7 What i s this . . . 
Schmidt t elesc·ope? 

. . ' . CAPTAIN JAMES: It ' s a type of telesc~pe . 

. . ' . ' . . . 
TR? PRESS : }lhat type of , t el escope ar e you talking 

Mr . Griffing? · about, . .. 
MR . ·GBIFFING: The Schmidt, 8 -c -h-m- i-d-t , t el escope 

is an opt i cal system that has a wide aperture . That i s , you 
.can have a wi~e r ange or apert .ure 1 i n this case 1 about 150 
degr ees , or near er the whole hemispher e can be photogr aphed 
ln one plate and 'you can have a continubl r ecor d of what 
happens in the sky at night, met eor t r a ils or what -have -you 
and make a. phot ogr aphic r~.cord . . .. 

THE PRESS : Wher e i s t his "ae ing used? 

• 

• 
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; ' • 

' ' 

• 

.. . . 
. . 

MR. GRIFFING: This is n new development, 'his . ~ . . . 
pa~ticular one, but there have been ones similar to this in 
use in many observatories~ P~lomo~ has a Schmidt telescppe. 

. . . 
. 

THE PRESS; Ar e you ordering 
placing around the country? • 

a number of those for 

• • ' . 
MR. GRIFFING: ' That is a possibility • 

' . • 

THE PRESS: Is that a movie -camera type? 
. 

MR. GRIJ!'F'ING: N"t e.xaetly. The plat e is exp¥ed 
for t en minutes and then is repla~ed with another plate and 
then 6 0 on through the night. That .. is' one can expose a 
photographic plat e f or t en minutes with~ut over exposure , in 
fact, a longer time , but a_ continual record will be made •. Any 
m~tion that can be indic~ted; with a time exposure can be found 
with c~nsiderable ac-curacy~ 

.. 

THE PRE;SS: 
th~se right now? 

Does the .Air ~orce · bave access to any of 
• 

• 

. . . ) 

.. ' . 
ME{ . 

duction yet,_ 
GRIF']'ING( . That par,ticUlar · th-ing l.s not in pro-. ' 

.. ~ . . . 
. . .. 

THE PRESS: How much does it cost? . 
• • 

MR. GRIF'F'ING : phall I gp into it, General? • 
"\ • ' • <> 

• • • • 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORn: Well, go ahead. 
• 

MR . GRIF'P'ING: The co~t will be ··between three and 
five thousand dollars apiece . _ 

#' • • ' • 

. 
THE · P.RESS: Gerie~al, , has . there - been any indica~ion 

that any of these r adar s~gntings have been made by el eytronic 
countermeasures being used by U. S. Strat egic Air Command · 
bomber s practicing? 

MAJOR GENERAL 'SAMFoRD': Jo; ~hey· haven't. • • • 
We 've 

investigat ed that and come up negative • 
• • ·• 

THE PRESS : • Is 'that ·schmidt camer a t el escope the 
only one , astronomical t el escope that's capable of t eing used 
on a project like this? 1 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD; Probably not. 

• 
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. f. , . MR. GRll'FING: It's n~ the only ene , but it is the 
most Pt-actic,nt telaa.copie .method • . ,Any t el escope erm be used 
but the probability: ~f gett~ a .f:l;.ying objeet is very rem't~ . 

Because it has s·uch •a. wwide apertu~~ . i~ makes it more useful. 
' 

ment 
TirE! PRESS: .. Well,:. are you p~anning any other 

tools other than this camera n~d t el eseope'l 
. ' ... 

• 

measure -

MR. GRIFFING: · Well, ~f -~~urse , the difficulty i s if 
we hnve a high-pcwer ed instrument, we can't guarantee that they'll 
intercept ·flying oajeets s~ there ar e other s imple measurements 

~that yan ~e made with trained personnel. · Ther e ar e measure -
ments of time . One en~ time. the appearanc e and disappear ance 

I • ' 
with bia own watch a nd then che.ck his wa.teh. Accurat e measure -
ments 9f time· are one thing and simple measurements of angle 
can be made ~Y tra ined people w.ith very crude apparatus, and . . 
t~ey can t ell whether an lbJect .~s one mile or fif.ty miles high. 

THE PRESS: Haven't we already nad some trained 
perso~el, so-called trained personnel, who timed these 
appearances? · 

• 

= . .MR. GRIP'FINO: Ther e perhaps have -- Capt a in Ruppelt 

• 

ean answer thtit. The point. i s .in any of these oper ations there 
have to be two s imultaneous ~bservers to get altitude . You 
can't use wne observation, and it may be tnat two s imultaneous 
observations have not been in ,the r eports . 

THE ~ESS: Genera l --

MAJOR ·GENERAL SAMFOim: .I think that the gentleman 
-here ha~ ~ee~ waiting ~uite awhile with n Question, if you 
don 1 t mind • 1 · .- .. · , 

• 
THE PRESS: Gener al, you mentioned that e ight per 

cent "C!>f the r ep'otts c(!)me from a irline pilots. Some of these 
men have, as much -ils tventy years '. flyillg time, twenty year s ' . . 
experience in flying •. What's the r eaction of the Air Force 
t o creditable observer s like that who give you a det ailed 
description? 

' . 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFcm.: It' s very high. ~e r eact 
I 

to th~m as saying this is nn important item • 
• 

THE PRESS : · Jo y~u classify that, s~me of those 
things, • as phenomena? · 

' . ' .. . . •. 
• • • • • 

.. ... ,. , 

• 
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MAJOR GENERAL .SAMFORD':·· W~ll, what el se can we call 
it? His t 'er ms of the s·t .at ement· about it ar e not pl aceable in 
anything el~e as phenomena . I ha~e one that a fr i end of mine 
who is an Air Force otficer reported from the Middle E~st . He 
sai~'t thought that my mental proc~~ses wer e adequat e to avoid 
seeing these things , but I did see something that didn't bel ong 
there." He was no more nble to put a precise mea:surement on 
it although he had· competent witnesses . He ' s a creditable 
observer. We 're ' not trying to ' disc~edit the observer s . Thnt' s 
the r eason that I said that we have many r:eports from creditable 
obser vers of incredible things . . They e.lso say they 1 r e in­
cr edible , 

THE PRESS : Ar ·e these phenomen~ c.apable of chfl.llge of 
dir ection and speed such as has been 'r eported? 

• 

MAJO:R GENERAL SAMFORD: Ther e i s nothing el se 
in the world that can do those things except phenomena ! . . 

known 
(Laughter) 

THE PRESS : General, ~h~le ·we 're in this mass of 
areas 'fo:r;- o. minute , :,'mP.pos e some super~nt.elligent creature 
ha d come up with · a~ solution to th~ theor etical problem of 
.").evitation, would that · not· be,. ma~ slees · in our observations 
either by · r o.dar or by s ight? .. · . .No gr aV'it¥-.• 

' .. 
·' . 

• 

.. • ' • I · THE PRESS : A ~alloon has 
' . . no gravity .but it s ·r at e 

of m·ovement i~ distin9tly limite·d. • 

' ' . . . . .. , 

MAJOR"GENERAL. SAMFoim : :Well, I don ' t know whether 
I can give any answer 'to t~nt, ~iT, · that makes any sense 
becanse I'm n~t a met aphysician . · I think, probably,, just to 
r eturn to· saying tha~ - - we believe most of this can be under-
stood gradu~lly by .the hu~n mind. ,· 

. · 
THE PRESS:. So f ar 

manifestat ions been r eported 
sat ellites? 

. 

' . 
' as we .know, 

' ovei' Russia. 
• 

have any of these 
~r · any of the 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFOliD : · Well, we don't know if ther e 
have been ariy ·r eported over ther~ , no . 

THE PRESS: General Samford or perhaps Gener al Ramey, 
you have ciescri~ed fight er s· ,.over the D'istr ict her e in the l as t 
f ew w~eks . Is · tner e any kind of a policy as f ar as tee r est of 
the country of the Ai:r Def.e~se Comlll£l.nd on such ' s ightings? 

. 
MA'JOR GE;NERAL SAMFOR:> : I would like ~eneral Ro.mey 

to speak to that , if ' he wtll, please . 

4 
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MAJOR GENERAL RAMEY : There's no spec ia~ po~icy as 
• 

a r esult of these reports . ~e have a st andard oper ating pro-
cedure that would call for an invcst~gation of r eports that 
can be tracked on a r ens'onable assurance of some sort of 
intercept or sol\)e direction to (inaudible) . Those instruc- : · 
tions ar e standard, however, and ar e not especially caused · 
by this. , 

. . 
THE PRESS: General, is it true that there was a 

two-hour delay between. ~he ~ sighting· of the~·e objects l nst 
Saturd.ay night and the dispatch of the. j ets from New c.astle7 

• 

. 
· MAJOR GENERAL Rf.MEY: Yes·; that i s· true because 

ther e was never a track establi shed: As soon ns o track was 
est~blished to t ell the a irplane the direction to go in and 

• 
the authenticity of the thing was est ablished, then the pilots 
got off . As long as .ther e ' s a spor adic r eport with n~ identi­
ficat ion, no ~rack est ablished, ther e ' s no use. in sending a 
very short·rnnge short -field-duration interceptor in the a ir 
because he wouldn't ·know wher e to go or ~hu~ to do . 

. 
THE PRESS : In other 'words, it was the dec i sion of 

the oper ations officer that occasioned the del ay a~d not any 
error in tr~smisBion of the alert. 

• • • 
.. 

MAJOR G~NERAL RAMEY:· That's ·correct; yes, sir • 
• • • . . . 

THE PRESS : Gener al, it' s been rumored thnt the 
Air For ce has been picking u~ blips ·of. this sort for <1uite 
awhile but waited until civilian r adnr picked it up. I s . . 
that true? · . 

• 

• 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : I think I mention~d ear lier 
our past e~perience in dealing with these things in many areas 
wher e we have had, eh 1 hundreds of fruitless inter cept efff"'rts 
in r esponse to r adar blips. It's not new with us at all. 

• • THE PRESS: But of the same ealib~r as r ecently as 
the past couple of weeks , I m~an, the same. caliber blips . I 
think we 've sll henrd about this· blip, but i s that the thing 
that you sighted before in the past by the Air Force? That's 
whet I wanted to ask • 

• 

l-<1AJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Well; I can only say that I 
f eel fairly sure that they wer e the same or r ensonably the 
same . No two blips on e r adar ar e alike . 

THE PRESS: Have these been better, clear er, bigger? 
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and two thousand r epor t s deal ing with this area . And out of 
t hat mass of r eports that we 've r eceived we 've been able to 
t ake things which wer e originally unidentifi ed and dispose of 
them to our sat isf action in terms of bulk wher e we came t o the 
conclus i on that these things wer e e ither friendly a ircr a ft 

• erroneously r ecognized or r eported, hoaxes , quite a f ew of 
thos e , el ectr onic aiJ.d met eorologi ca l phenomenona of one s ort 
or another , l ight aberrations , and many other things . 

However, ther e have r emained a percentage of this 
total , in the order pf twenty per eent of the r eports , that 
huve come f r om credible observer s of r elatively incredible 
t hings . And because of th~se things not being pos s i ble for 
us to move al ong and associ at e with the kind of things that 
we 've found can be associat ed with the bulk of thes e r eports , 
we keep &n being conc erned about them • 

nowever, I'd like to say that the diffi c ulty with 
di spos i ng of these reports i s l a r gely based upon th~ l uck of 
any standard mea surement or any abi lity to measure these things 
which have been r eported br i~fly by some , mor e el abor at ely by 
others , but with no measuring devices that cc-n convert the 
thing or the idea or the phenomenon into s omething that becomes 
manageable as mat er i al f or any, kind of .analys i s that we know. 

~ 

We t ake some of thes~ things and we try to get the best pr o-
fess ~onal advic e , i f ya can, .f r om them, about them, and we 're 
in much the same pos itio~ of try~ng t o bring to the good honest 
workmen of sci ence n piece of mc.lt erio.l thllt has no utility 
becaus e it doesn ' t have the kind of measurements on it that he 
can use . AndJ a s a. oonsequence , he has to r e j ect these things 
and say, "Until you can bring me something mor e subst antial 

• I 

than th1.1t, I can ':t mak? any progress . " 

So our need, r eally, i s t o get the measurement value 
~n these and, in the int erim, l acking suff i cient meas ure of 
these things to make t hem amenable to r eal analys i s , we bnve 
to shy that our r eal inter est in this project i s not one of 
intellectual curios ity but i s in trying to establish an~ 
appr a i se the poss i bility of a menace tc t he United St at es . 
And we can say, us of now, that t her e has ~een no pattern that 
r evea ls anything r emot ely like purpose or r emotely like con­
s istenc~ that w.e can in any way a ssoc i at e with ony menace t o 
the United St~tes . 

Now, we do want to continue in the inter est s of 
i ntellect ual curiosity or the contributions t~ be made t o 
scientific measurements, but our main inter est i s going t o 

• 
• 

0 

• 
• 

• 

' 
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MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD :· 
clearer. These ar e .good r~turns . 
"Thesii! ar e good r eturns ." 

I wouldn't say bett~r or 
other people he> ve said, 

I • ; ' 

THE PRESS : Gener al Samford, . t o clear that point up, 
I think Capta in James indicated e~rlier ~n this r eference t o 
t emper ature inver s i on you now say that these nr e good r eturns . 
Co.n you get good r eturns on this t emperature inver s ion r efl ection? 

the ones 

• 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFQRII: Yes . 

THE PRESS : 
you get «Jff 

THE PRESS : 

Can you get a r eturn thet' s 
of an a ircr aft? 

• • That -; moves • 
• 

as shar p as 

THE 'PRESS : 
4arger , awhile ago. 

C~ptain James said thay wer e sharper, 

CAPTAIN J~S : I said it depended upon the t ar get. 

THE PRESS : I'm r ef erring to th~se seen Saturday 
night. Wer e t~ooe good r eturns? Could the good r eturns W)Ve 
been caused by thi s r ef l ection aga inst thi s heat ( inaudible) ? 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : We t hink so . We thi.nk that 
that i s probable . 

THE PRESS: ~enerel, do y~u think that' s pr obably 
what they wer e? 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: My own mind i s sati sfied 
wi tb t hat , but my obligation. to l earn mor e i s not. My own 
mind is satisfi.ed with that explanation • 

. · THE PRESS : . General, if .after s ix ye~=..t.rs of studying 
these things you're nov convinced t~at they do not constitute 
a threat to the saf ety of the country, i s the Air For ce thinking 
about turning this over to some other sc i entific investigating 
body or something? 

M:'\JOR GEmmAL SAMFORD : Well, I think t hat we would 
want to move into i.t with the~ r ather then to say turn it over. 

THE PRESS : Is ther e 8IlY thought of that, bringing 
in other governmental sc i entific bodies perhaps ? 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : Yes . 



• 
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THE PRESS: Have you any program along that line! 
You spoke in the. betinning. that you wanted the methods of 
measuring things . You mentioned twQ or three little things 
like the poss ibility of 'buying ~ome camer as and t el escopes • 

• 
Is ther e a program being set up t~ go about this scientifically, 
nnd what other organization . ar~ :you think~~ of bringing in on it? 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: -. I believe that Colon-el Bower 
of the Technical Analysis )ivision at Dayton i s her e . Ar e you 
here, Bower ? • 

.. 
COLONEL BOWER: Yes , sir. 

• • . 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFOO. : Would you address yourself 
to that point, p~ease? 

. . 
• • 

• 
COLONEL BOWER: Our idea ori that i s to implement our 

• 
prese~t study with'instruments wher ever poss ible , as Mr. Gr iffing 
mentioned, the r efraction grid.yamer a and other pickups t hat we 
might get. · · . 

' . . 
order ed, 

THE PRESS: 
the Schmidt 

. 

How- many . of these telescopes have been 
t e'J.escepe? 

' I 

COLONEL BOWER: · The Schmidt t el escopes ar e not on 
order by us. The r efraction grid camer a is an item which we 
ar e --

• 

THE PRESS: Is the Schmidt t el escope project nn 
Air For ce project or -- • 

' ., 
• . 

MR. GR IF'F' ING: . ' Yes .• Yes ,. sir. 
• 

MAJOR GENERAL' SAMFOW1~: I ·thi.nk the point that the 
gentleman over her e W'cmted to -h~v.e .. u~swered i.s can you expla in 
from memory the kind •f structure tho.t I kriow that you have in 

• 

ATIC for, w~ll 1 I've seen it somewher e in my memory that you 
have . this step and· this' step and- this, step . 

' • 

• 

COLONEL BOWER: We hove sever al ·st eps in nnaly,ses 
and that might expla1h to y0u one r aason why we cannot give 

' you an inst antaneous O:nswer ·. I mean this r equires a study 
just like any technical proble~rirst 'of all, we need t ech-

.. nical dat a . Our firs~ st ep i s to collect the dat a and check 
it against other identifiea object s such as balloons , if a ir­
cr aft or miss iles or such things as meteors ar e following 
that, and it comes bac,k and we make an analys i s of it wi thi.n -our own groups . We have specialists i.n our o~ organizations , 
people on el ectrodynami cs, physics , geophys ics , and various 
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other speciol'ti~s that would fit into tllis . Folloving that, 
if it· i s necessary, we will send it t o corisult~nts or 
spec iali sts in the fi~ld. Your mention of a contrac~or -­
we ar e considering that with th~ idea , i f we can ' t come out 
with ~n answer, of giving it tq a contrnctor to study it • 
Tha t von 't be a short-time job . · • • • • • 

• • • 
• 

• 

• 

• • 
THE PRESS: Ar e you t aking .a new approach in this 

whole thing? 
. . 

• 
: · . .. CI)LONEL BOWER: I would say i mplementing the past 

• 
approilch. • • 

• . . . . THE PRESS : ,· Going at it mor e syst ematically . . . . • • • • . • . 

· COLONEL BOWER : Yes . I think that ' s the thing to 
stress . In· a l ot ~f ~hese thi~gs you can' t get t echni cal 
dat a and 'Without t echnical dat a you can't get a t echnical 
answer very well . · 

MAJ.OR "GENERAL SAMFORD : Maybe I hnve a thought 
that might help in ~nswering th~t pr obl em . When we st arted 
t o say this.is an obli gation we must learn mor e about, we 
thought initially that we . co~d learn something from volume 
of r P.ports . We soy .ve vont all the r eports we can get ond 
then see that through that volume maybe we can make a pattern. 
I think we 're beginn~g to beli~v~ now that the things which 
we can sense.from volume nr e not n~cesse.rily the thiDBS which 
we value·. · In other vords , volu!Jle cen come f rom rru:my. differ ent 
things . ' It can come .frotq exte'rnal stimulus , It c·an come f r om 
an unusual opportunity· • . It can c'ome from such a variety of 
meaningless things· s6 thnt ·the . volume of r eports is not going 
t o be our answer . We · have t hought we 'd get thoustmds nnd 
thousands ·of r eports and out of these we will devel op sumet bing 
thn.t has pattern. We 1r e now becoming conY1nced t het only 
through better r eports with equipment or with o tra~ned 
r eporter specifically attempting to r eport t he v~lu~ble things 
about these items er e we likely to p:co •;c- ~ :uat er1.a.l tha~ i s 
sui t able grist fer o sc i entific oncl]s~s. ~be stuff ve have 
now hasn't eL~ugh me~t on it s oones t u inter est sc i entific 
pe ople . 

THE ?RESS: Well , Gener fll, vould you say n qualified 
observer wo~d be the pilot from New Costl~ -- I believe hi s 
name was Li euten'i.!lt Patter son -- who got within wbnt he 
estimnt ed w:1s two miles of tbts object l ost Sat ur day? Have 
you questioned him? 

• • 
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' . ' 

MAJ OR GENERAL SAMF'ORD : 
put -in s qientific · hands . 

He has no measurement that 

• , 
. . 

THE Pm)SS: 
I • . . . •• 

Well, nther than his eye us a pilot. 
• I -

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: "He says -- if the quality of 
the obs.~rver is that of see ing s omething, he was .a. qualified 
obser ver. If the quality i s measuring s ome thing, he i s not a 

• • 

qualified obs.erver. . -
. . . 

• 

THE PRESS: Well, t~e reos~n . I'd implied that he 'd 
be .qualified i _s he wa s pr<?bably concentrating .with nll of his 
intens ity upon this object that he was _pursuing , He must have 
been thinking abo~~ it pretty · in~ensely; tharefo~e , can probably 
gi v~ yo"l_l some pr_e~ty'."good : information. Have yo·u questioned him 
about it? , · . · ·· ' . . . 

,. 

MAJ OR GENERAL SAMFORD : . Yes.. He ha(l _motive ; . he ha d 
direct ion; he ha d i:p.terest·~ he ha~ qpportuni ty. But he ha d no 
measuring· device s t o mea sure this thing, or these things that . . ' 
need to . ha vt. measurement b efore· it c 4n become ' anything other 
than a sighting . . 

• .. . • . 
. THE PRESS: . Well, do :you expla in his sighting on the 

bas i s of this heat i~vers ion ·theory toq1 now? .. 
• • 

. . ' . . . 
MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Not .. necessor:Lly· . .. T.htlt very · 

• 

t ' 4 ' • I • 

likely i s one that s its apart and say~ insuff i c i ent measurement, . . . ' insuff;lcient assbciat!on with otheJ;' thipgs ,~· insufficient insuf-
ficient association with other pr6bn:bi~1ties for it t .o ~o any 

• • • ! • 

more than to join that group of si~ht;lng . that we · st~Jl . hold 

in front of us a s s aying I;lO . · " •. , , · · 

, . . . . . 
THE PRESS : Hasn't he· O.dmit"t~d .thnt ~~· :. ~ · r:-~~; ho.ve 

been a ground light that he wa s· lo~~ing at ? 
.. 

. . 
MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I don't . ·n.~r.:: 'l. ;r"-·- I - --•• 

• 

' . . 
• 

THE PRESS : Well, ha ve yc'J.. :f'o. · ::~:::.:.: ' t. ::r • ~.!'. ~ .. ;;;; ton as 
a r esult of interrogating this pil <rt: ? .. • • 

. 

MA·J OB 'GENERAL SAMFORD : None other than that this i s 
' . 

another one of the thousand or ·two thousand s.i ghtings ~ .. 
• 

T~~ PP.ESS : Gener al, this fello~ that ~lmost fl€W 
into the gcuur:u , did he go a r ound a c or .ne .;.· es :a on u bent 
r eturn? \olhc.t wer e the circumstances of that flight ? 

. . . . 

• 
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MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Did I ·get the inf ormation of 
the ground lock-on fr~m you, James? . . 

CAPTAIN JAMES: Ye.s 1 s ir; you did • 
• 

, 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : Would you answer the question? 

CAPTAIN JAMES: I'm sorry . · I didn't hear it • . 
. 

THE PRESS: nid he lock ~n a r eflected f mage , go 
around the .corner, an.d go down to the ground? Was that· the 
pattern? · · · · · 

CAPTAIN JAMES: Yes ; that's true . That vas the 
pattern, and ~e did th~t three times and each time it l ed 
him to the same p~int on the ground. · 

•• 

THE PRESS :. Capta in, 
four lights, Saturduy night? 

vhat about the man vho saw . 
• 

. ' 

CAPTAIN JAMES: Well, I 'll have to ask Capta in 
' . 

Ruppelt to expla.in the 11.-gbts • 
' . 

1],1ijE PRESS: 
' 

Gener 11l :·_·_ · 
' . 

• • , . . . . 
MAJOR . GENERAL SAMFORD £ Ther e 's thts difficulty. 

May I make this st at ement? : .·I vas trying to ·-- l et' s t ake 
any one of these .r eports and pull it out and say, 'Well, vhat 
is the meaning of tho.t one r eport'? II None . of these things in 
the period of our entire experience vith them ho.s 'had any 
validity on i~s own . The only thing that ve hope for i s to 
find enough s imilarity in se'quence of these th'ings so that 
you can begin to pull s omething out . Ther e i s no validity 
in them as individU!ll sigl}tings tp mean any particular thing • 

• • 
' 

THE PRESS : Genera l, did you notice in all of your, 
say , twenty per cent of the 'inexpla inable r eports a cons i st ency 
as to color, s ize, or speed, esti mat ed speed? 

. . 
MAJOR GENERAL S.r'\MFORD : None whatsoever. 

THE PRESS : None whatsoever? 
. . 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: No • 
• • 

of any 
THE PRESS : Have· you ever tracked the speed by r adar 

particul~r object that 'you can explain? · 

• 
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,. · . • • 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORl: Ther e have been 100ny rada~ 
r eports giving ppeed . 

I • o 'lo I THE PRESS : What did · they r.ange from, sir? . 

MAuOR GENERAL .SAMFORD: They run from zero t o 
f antastic speeds . 

' . . .. . • ~ i ... ' . .. 

. . THE. PRESS: Gener~l) hPW do you explain · t~s case , 
now? The CAA, as I untierstand the story, aft er p~a-!{ing up 
these objects on the r adar, also got this Capital Airlines 
pilot named Pi erman on · thei~ · radnr as he wus going out west 
and, as the Senior--Cont.r o.+ler -- told me , he said whenever a. 
blip, one of the unidentified plips , e,ppear ed anywher e 1!l.ear 
Pier man ' s plane , he would call Pier man on the r adio and say, 
"You have traffic at two o 1 y1oek· about three miles ," a.nd 
Pi erman, in r eturn, would look to ·thc given r ange and bearing 
and say, "I see it. I see the light!'" 

THE PRESS : Happy New Yenr! (Lnughte; ) 

THE PRESS : Piermr~ described it as a light that 
was zooming and all such things and this was done not once 
but Barnes t old me he instructed ·him on·that t ar get three 

• 

times and then, Saturdny night, this past Saturday night, 
w~en they all ·saw ~11 ~hese blips , Barnes vectored at l east 
a ha~f. dozen a irline pilots and p~anes into tbese things and 
they al l r eporte.d s.eeing lights . 

. . 
THE PRES~ : Many of them didn't see th~m, according 

to Barnes . • 
• 

1 

THE PRESS : Yes . Many of them didn't s ee them, but 
. then some did. : · 

• • 

MAJOR ·GENERJJ. SAMFOR»: I can't explain that . 

THE PRESS: .Well, how do you e~lain this directing? 
I s that autosuggestion or --

• • • # 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : I c'ln 't expla in it at all. 
I think maybe --

. THE PRESS: Hove · you· investigated that phnse of 
this thing, this vectoring the plan~s into that? 

• 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : 
the t echnique of investigating o 

You can investigat e , but 
pr ocess of mind-r eading, 

• 
• 
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. 
for example ; or the· techniqu~ of inyestigating the process of 
mesmerism. You can say will you inves tigate those things ? I 
think probably we know no more A.bcut mind-r eading than the 
t echnique of investigatin~· that or the t echnique of investi­
gating evidences of spiritunl i sm than we do about these fields 
but for many year s .the-· fi-eld of spiritualism had these same 
things in it in which complet ely compet ent credit able observer s 
r eported incredi bl e things . r don't mean to say that this is 
that s ort of thi ng:, but· it' a an exp1~uation of an inability to 
expla in and tha~ i s with us . . , 

THE PRESS : General, I ~dersta~d that the wavel ength 
of the r adar has something to do with what it can pi ck up in the 
way of phenomena . Wer e these r el nt+vely low or r el atively hi gh 
wavel engt h r adar? . 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : · I couldn ' t say and I don't 
know whether c·a!:r~·.a;.n James cen or not 1 but I 1 d like to have him 
have the opportunity. 

CAPTAIN JAMES : ~hese wer e r el atively high frequency 
or short wavelength . · Howe vel', . t}:le .same . effect can be obser ved 
on long ·wavel er.gth e~uipment with diff~ring degrees ~ 

• . . . . 

. . 

• • 

THE PRESS : You ·say very saort wavel ength? 

' . . ' 
CAPTAIN JAMES : I n this case , yes • . . 

• . . 
• • • 0 

THE PRESS : They wer e des igned f or di ffer ent purposes ? 
. 

MAJOR GENERAL~SAMFORD : . ¥es~ s ir. 
• 

• 

THE PRESS : Gener al, wh~has the Ai~ Force r efused 
to disclose the subs t ance of Capta in Mantell's air- gr ound 

· conversatio~a before he died? Do you r emember that ca se ? 
• . . . • 

' . . 
MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Well, I don 1·t know enough 

about it t o say what was said or what some r easons wer e . 

THE PRESS: Well, a. P~"'pular b·l Ok made ~uite a point 
of that, tnat the Atr ·Fore~ was hC;ldi ng back on that becaus e 
it to:ld.ethe true· nature o-r the saucer, that he ha d approached 
it, and --

' •• , . • 

. . MAJOR · GENERkL SAMFORD : Well, I wish t hat that were 
· true , that he d1d ·say something that -had .enough subst ance in 

i t ' :for use . I haven't the sl-ightest idea what he said. 

• • 

• • 
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THE PBESS: Ar e you withholding any infor mation 
about these so-called --

• MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Ar e· we now? . . . 

, THE ~ESS : Yes . 'Is anythipg ,--. •• 

• 

MAJOR GENERfili SAMFORD: Ther e ·i s one thing that we 

• 

have asked that our -- ·some of our informer s have asked . ~- I 
don't like the word "informer" either -- r eporter s .had asked --

• 

• . ' 
THE PRESS : We don't like that word either. 

' 

MAJ OR GENERAL SAMFORD : I like the word. Reporter . . . 
i s a:l:-1 right . But many people .ar e r eticent about r eporting 
these things i .f their names· a:r e mentioned bectmse they o.r,e 
frequently looked on by others ns being publicity seeker s or 
maybe people will avoid them and go on the other s ide of the 
street for awhile (laughter), so they ask us t o not say who 
made this r eport and sometim~s infOrmation i s r ece ived that 
deals with the credibility of n r epor t er saying he 1 q drunk 
all the time or be never did do anything but lie • . (Laughter). 
Well , those things we get ar e not r eveal ed, but in so f ar as 
th~ s t at ement o.f what ~hey sew, when o.nd wher e they saw it, 
the measurements th~\t they took, such as they wer e , we ar e not 
withh~lding any of tba.t dat a . 

' . 
THE PRESS : Bow about your interpret ation of whet 

they r eported? 

. . MAJ OR GE~RAL .SAMFORt : Well, we 're trying t o say 
as much as we can on that today and admit that t he barrier of 
under st anding on all of this i s not one that we break • 

. THE PRESS : Gener al, have you ever sa.id flatly that 
these ar e not machines that the United St at es has made or i s . 
devel<:lping? 

• 

• 

ar e 

MAJ OR GENERAL SAMFOa: What was that ? ' . 
. . 

. 
THE PRESS: Have you said this afternoon that t~ese 

not machines or weapons that the United S~ates i s developing? 
r 
• 

MAJ OR GENERAL S:AMF OR!) : I would say that the.s.e that 
we have been speaking about in this locality a r e defini.t ely not. 
However, many r eports that we have r ece ived and we ' ve b~en able 
t o correla.~e and put in their place we have been able to do s o 

' . 
• 

• 
•• • 

. . • 

• 
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' 
through association with an activity we had s omewher e , a j et 
aircraft line, a missile , certa in balloons . We could say, 
well, the r eport probably was assoc i ated with this thing 
which we 've done, but in so f ar as what you ar e thinking 
about in this locality ~ -

THE PRESS : These ar e not missiles or rocket s? .. 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : -- there is nothing . 

THE PRESS: Well, General, could you turn that over 
a little bit? A lot of people keep saying that all this t alk 

• 

i s a cover -up end tha t sa~cers or~ rea!ly the r esult of some 
experiments the United States , either the Air Force or Atomic 
Energy, i s carrying ~n. Can you make a flat stat ement and say 
that these Unexpla ined flying saucer manifest ations ar e not 
the r esult of any American weapon ·or other experimentation or 
t est? 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFQRD : I 1 d say that thos e that we 
categorize as unexpla ined or unidentified have gone through 
the process 6f trying to a.·ssociat e them ·with s omething we wer e 

. doing and when we f a i .l · to ass ociat e them with something we 're 
doing, we . say 'that i s one other clue that ran to nothing . Now, 
to say that sightings ·everywhere ar e -- none of them could 
possibl~ be associat ed with what the United Stat es is dqing, 
isn't quite true because we know that a particular j et fight er 

.has ·been flying in a. certnin ar ea; somebody ha s r eported thus 
and thus and thus~ and we get those two things t0gether and 
we say something that we wer e d.oing caused that r ep,.,rt. As 
Gener al Ramey said a minute ago, · ther e i s a. f a ir ·degree of 
probability that two fight er s locked ~n each other end saw . 
and r eceived senses . That was certainly something we wer e 
doing that caused those two repor~s . 

• • 

THE PRESS : What I was aiming at was this popular 
feeling --

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : · Of mystery? 

• • 
THE PRESS : -- of mystery, of something, that it's 

some very highly. secr et new weapon the.t we'r e workin ; 'X'. 

that' s causing all this . 

mass 
MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : We have 

and runitrl:6e~bpower! (Laughter ) 
nothir- r: i r; · .. + has no -



• 
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• 
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• THE PRESp: Gene~ul., 
muc~ m~ney you' d spent on this 

somebody asked you before how 
investigation since the st art • . I 

How much ~ave yq~ spe~t on .it? 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : It 1 s very slight . I don't 
know . 

• • 

' 
THE PRESS : Gener al, in connection with withholding 

informat ion, I'd like to ask Gener al Ramey a quest ion . That i s , 
how many times have fighter planes been brought down over the 

· ·. Washi~gton ·ar ea in the last couple of we~ks to investigut e 
r epprts of flying object s ? 
' ' ' 

•' ' ~ I 

. ,MAJOE GENERAL RAMEY: That 1 s a mutter of r ecord' --
. three , T believe . I think two flights .one .night and ·one flight 

• 

~nt~q~ night. I don't ~emember the ni ght the other two were 
up. I think ther e have been s ix sorties . 

THE PRESS: 
two f,light s --

• • 

One flight the f~rst Saturday night and 
• • 

' . . . . 
' MAJ OR. OENERAL RAMEY: I n this i mmediat e ar ea , ·yes • 

· we have a irplanes that investigate various r eport s all over 
' . 

~he country or pln~es where we have these fight er s , b~t --
• ' . 

. 
. THE PRESS : I thought the Air Force had said that 

it couldn't send any fight er s 'UP because it didn't have them. . . . . 

' MAJ OR GENEBAL RAMEY: No . 
• 

I don't believe it said 

•• . . . . ' 

THE .PRESS : The f irst night . 

THE PRESS : How obout l ast night, Gener al? 
• 

MAJ OR GE~~ RAMEY : N~; ther e were no fighters 
up l as t night . 

• 

THE Pimss : Wer e ther e fighters sent in her e from 
~ew Cas~le on both those Saturday night~ in question? 

a track? 

. 
MAJ'OR GENERAL RAMEY: Tha~ ' s right; yes . 

THE PRESS : Las~ night; was t hat beca~se of l ack of 
• 

' -
MAJOR GENERAL RAMEY : Lack of a track. 

• 

• 
• 



' 
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have to continue in the problem of seeing whether the things 
have poss i bility of hurt to the United St ut es , and our present 
dilemma of l ack of measurement that can be turned to anal ys i s 
and a complete l ack of pattern in any of these things which 
gives any clue to poss ible ,purpose or poss ible use , l eaves us 
il'\ spt,ne dilemma as to what :we can · dn about· this r emaining twenty 
per cent of .unidentiffed phenomena . 

• 

. 
The volume of re~6rt~ng· i s r el at ed to many things . 

We know that r eports of this kind go back to Biblical times . 
Ther e have been fl·urr i es of them in VA.rious centuries . 1846 
seems t-o have had a time whsm there was qutt·e a flurry of r e ­
porting of. this kind. our ·curr ent series of r eports goes 
buck, gen·er al ·ly; t ·o 1946 in· which things of this kirid wer e 
reported in Sweden. 

. . 
Ther e ar e many r easons why this volume gees up and 

down, but we can't help but believe that, currently, one of the 
r eas ons for volume i s th~t mn~ i~ doing a great deal mor~ . 
Ther e 's mor e man-made nctivity in the a i r now than ther e was , 

• • 

certa inly, in Biblical ti~es . or in 1846 . I n ·additiQn t o that , 
our opportunit i es to observe have been enhunced greatly . 

The dif ficult part -of it, as f ar as advanc ing the 
program i s concerned, is t hat our atility t o measure doesn't 
s eem to have advanced. ip. . :.1ny; way as ·we:1.1· a s our opportunity 

I 

t o observe and the great er r ecurrence of mor e , disturbing things 
of this sort t~~t ar e actua~ly in -exist ence f r om man -made a ir 
participation that we .kD..ow abo'ut •. -, . . . . . . . 

' . • -
So our present course of action i s to continue on this 

problem with the best of our .ability, giving to it the attention 
that we f eel it very definit ely warrants in t erms of identifying 
adequately the growing or poss ibl~ or disappearing, i f it turns 

• 

out to be that, menace to the United St at es .to g~ve it a dequat e 
attention but not frantic attention. 

Now, I think with those 
questions . Question, yes , .s ir? 

opening r emarks I could invite 
. . 

THE PRESS: Ho~e ther e been more than one . r adar s i ght ing 
s imultane~usly -- that i s , blips from sever al st ations all con­
centrating on the same .ar ea? 

MAJ OR tiENERAL SAMFORt :, · You mean in the post ? . 
·• . . 

THE PRESS : :Yes , s ir • 
• • 

• • 

• 

• 

• 
' 
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Gener al , ar e s i ght ings from mi lit ar y 
gener ally, or ar e they - -

MAJ OR GENERAL SAMFORD : Ther e ' s no r eason why they 
shouldn't be . 

THE PRESS: Thank you, Gener al . Thank you . 

• • • The confer ence was concluded at 5 :21 p . m ••• 

( 

* * * 

(#377-Hedges) 

- • 

. 
• • 
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.LM..HYR GENERAL SAMFORD : Yes . Thnt i s not an unusual 
~ning t o hnppcn t o this saquence at all . Phenomenon has 
pnosed f r om one r adur t o another and with a f a i r degree of 
certa inty t hat it was the same phenomenon . To sny that ther e 
have been s imultaneous s.ightings , the same thing by differ ent 
r adar, I think that we could be quite sure thct that has 
occurr~d s i mult aneously . Now, when we t al k about down t o the 
split second, ! don 1t know, but s i multaneousl y in time suf­
t~c ient f or us to nr gue that ther e 've been two mechanical 
observations of the same thing . 

• 

THE PRESS : Enough to give you a fix ·so that you can 
be sure thc.t it i s right in a certa in place? 

• MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : That i s most r ar e: • 

THE PRESS: Has ther e been any? 
• 

MAJOR GENEnAL SAMFORD: Most r ur e . 
that we have hnd one t hat gives us that kind 

' 

I don't r~cr\ll 
of an ef f ect . 

THE PRESS : Could that be due t o i onized cl ouds? 
• :1 

MAJ OR GENERAL SAMFORD : Ther e ar e thoughts t het 
i onized clouds do hnve s ome influence on this . We do know 
that the thund~on:stor:m nctivity i o quite nicely 'i dentif i able 
by r ndar because we use the r adar for tho purposes of avoi ding 
thund~rstorms nnd we do have s ome t hat show the storm or en 
that 1 s c9mipg ·in.. t mmrds principal st ations wher e pr ot ecti on 
i s necessar y i .n t er ms of high winds and thunder st or ms · • 

• 
• • 

. THE PRESS : How much money would you say the Ai r 
For ce spends a year tracking down ·these f l yi ng saucer r eports? 

. . 
MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : Well, the ener gy that ' s going 

into it at the pr esent t ime i s outs i de of anJ~hing except the 
nor mal r eporting procedures . Most of our r eports ccm~ fr om 
individual s or, we might say, I t hink, on the or der of s ixty-odd 
per cent. comes. from the c ivilian population stra ight out . I 
think ther e might be something l ike ei'ght per cent c·ome from 
c ivil a irlines pilot s . You might fi.nd that another per centage , 
in the order of twenty-five , might come from military pilot s . 
Axrlthe ef f ort to f urthe! UA~lyze them and' profit in going ~fter 
t hnt in a big way i s going to hav~ in som~ way t o be r el at ed t o 
a st endard measurement that · makes this . mnt ertal for workmen t o • 

work on . 

• • 

• 
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THE PRESS: General, have you t alked to your Air 
Intelligence Offi~er who i s over at the· National Airport "VTben 

, . I 
they wer e s ighting a~l these. bandits on the CAA scr een? 

• ' ' • . ' 

MAJ OR GENERAL SAMFORD : . Y~s , s ir; I have . 

• 

THE PRESS : ~d have you t alked to the Andr ews Field . 
people who app[1.r ently sa"' the same t hing? 

I ' 

' 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I haven't t al ked t o them 
myself, but other s h~~e . • 

THE PRESS : W.e;ll, could you give us an ac-count of 
what they did seE:! and what explanlltion you mi ght attach to it? 

• • 

MAJOR GEN'IfflAL SAMFORD : Well, I could di scuss pos ­
s ibilities . The r adar scr een has been picking up things for 

' many year s that, well , birds, a flock of ducks • . I know there ' s 
been one i nst ance in which a f lock of ducks was picked up and 
was intercepted and flown through as being an unidentified 
phenomenon. 

THE PRESS : Wher e was that, Gener al ? · 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : I don't r ecall wher e it was . 
I think i t mi ght hove been i n J llpan but I don't r ecall the 
location of t hat. That' s just a recol~ectiop of wher e that 
s ort of thing could happen and I do know that at Wright Fi eld 
ther e was one of these things on the r adar -- this was in 195~ , 
I think -- maybe Capthin J ames would r einfor ce that. Was that 
in 1950? 

• • 

CAPTAIN JAMES: .That's .correct. 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: -- in which th~ local r adar 
produced the effect of the encircling phenomenon that caused 
quite a lot of concer~ and it was gone out and intercepted 
and f ound t o be a certain kind of i ce fpr mntion that was in 
the air in various parts of the atmospher e ar ound Wright Field 
on that day. 

<fL. 
Again, ther e ar e theories like the men who' theory ,. 

of light r efract ion which says that . t~mperature inversion in 
the atmospher e can cause an i mage from somewher e el se to ee 
r eflect ed in po~ itions .wh~re i t i s not. If t~at i s a correct 
theory, r el at ed to it i s another oddity with r espect to the 
gr ound effect that you get in r adar • 

• 

• 

.. 
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. we .nav~ one ins t ance. in which a night fight er with 
r~dar .1s r eporte d t o· ha ve locked on, as they s.ay, to a n ob j ect 
in flight, ~hich, aft er h~ 'd f ollowed rt . beyopd this curve , 

• • f ound that he wa s locked on to the ground and he had. only a 
very few m~nutes to r ecover b eca use the . ground t arget ha d 

' • ' J 
gone up and then mispla ced by s ome phenomena , and he l ocked on 
to it in a . pos~t.ion. w~~~~ he w;nsn 't, put, f ollowing it, he 
eventually' found .himself direc~ed tow~+d ~he gr 9und • 

• 

. Now, . ;t}?.e, C?Ondit~pns tho.t s eem ;to produc e these 
t emper ature inve~s ions · ana ·poss ibly t~e same . kind of thing 
for ground t argets be ing mispla ced in altitude -- I dontt 
know t~at ~t ~s w~~d.~9- . that. :they'r.~ m~spl&ce~ in azimuth--
~s s~l)lewhtt~ typicu1 .'l)f :~he kina·, orh.ot humid w~o.ther that we 've 
been ha ving here in the l ast three or f our weeks . Ther e ' s no 
r eason to re~ate those .ph~pomena to those at mos pheric condi-
tions pos itively, but tt i~ ~ P9S$ ipi~l~y. :, . 

' Yes, · ~ ~r? . 
• 

. .. ' ... · 
THE PRESS : 

. . . . . 
( . . 

; . 
0 t ... 0 

• • 

' . ' • 

. . . . . 
'· 

' 
.•. 0 ' , •• • ~. ~ •• . ' . 

Did 'inte r ceptors go up on .any of the 
three occasions? 

• • 
• 

~ • ' • • I" 

THE PRESS : Yes : . 
. ' . 
• 

. . ' ' . Her e? 

I • • 

. ' 

' . . 
' f • • • • 

MAJOR GENERAL .SAMFORD : . . ' . Yes , s !r. · 
. " . . . 

. ' ~ I o o o o ' • 

THE PRESS ;,' :¥}lp.t ' did they see on the'ir r a dar scopes? 
• : 0 • 

MAJ OR GENERAL SAMFORD: I don't r eca l l t ho.t they 
saw anything . Do yo~ . r.emetnb,er, Rog.er, wh~ther .anythi ng wo.s 
s ighte d on the ir 'ra dar s c opes? ··· ' 

, ' • o , I ' ' • 

. ; MAJO~ .. ~ENEM~ R,A}1EY: · Ther e. 'hc..ve. b een no 
s ightings . 'bne pr tw¢ report~d (inO.}.l~ii,b~e.) - .-

' • • . ' . . . . . . . 

r:a da r 

• 
THE PRESS : Ther e ha ve been no 

• • ... • I ' 
a irporne r a dar 

• 

s ightings·, Gener al Ra mey ? I s tho.t --

• 

MAJ OR GENERAL RAMEY :. That' s cprrect . 
' ~ • 4 ' 

• • 

. . . 
, , , f • . I "' • ~ 

THE );'RE$S : "· On w;ha t . d~d they r eport. s ig~tings? 
t t .. ". • • . • • 

. ~JO~ GE~Pf·. SAMF()El): Lights . 
,, • • 0 .. 

• • 
. . 

• 

• • 

• 
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. . 

• 

MAJOR GENERAl,. RAMEY: In one or two 1nstanees , they 
r eported s ighting lights . In one inst ance , they r eported 
locking on to an object . It is pretty clear from the discuss i on 
of the pattern of two a irplanes that went out that one of them 
was locked on to the other one . 

• 
MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Yes . 

THE PRESS: Gener al --

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Yes , s ir? 
• 

THE PRESS : Back to the ionized cloud •• Wer e the 
blips picked up r ecently compar able t .o the ionized oloud or 
wer e they differ ent in maneuvering or motion? 

• • • 
MAJOR GENERAL SAMF.ORl!l: w.ell, you 're t alking about 

a thunderstorm cloud which i s one that we know enough about so 
that we con say, "Th€\t i s a thunder storm." In the same way 
we can look at something el se and so.y, "That i s No. So-and-so 
airplane ." 

THE PRESS : And these r ecent blips wer e differ ent? 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD : These wer e dif f er ent. 

TEE PRESS : Gener a l Samford,· I under st and there wer e 
ra~r experts who saw these ' s ightings Saturday' night or ear l y 

· Sunday morning . What was their interpret ation of what they 
saw on the scope? . . 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD.: Tbey :said they sow good 
r eturns . . . 

THE PRESS: Which would indicat e t hat these wer e 
solid objects s imilar to ai~craft? 

• 

MAJ OR GENERAL SAMFORD ; No,· not necessarily. we. 
get good r eturns f rom birds. 

THE PRESS : Well, you wouldn't get as l ar ge a blip 
from a bird as --

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: No; unless it was close . 

THE PRESS : Di d they r eport that these could have 
been birds ? 

• 

• 
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MAJOR GENERAL SAMFO~ : No • 
• . ' 

.. THE PRESS: Can you ·get a good r eturn from a r e -
.· .. ·. f l eet ed ,ground t arget, Gener al? · 

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFO~ : I '11 as k Cnptc-. in J ames --
• 

CAPTAIN JAMES ~ Y6u can get a very l:arge r eturn f r om 
a r eflect ed ground t arget. 

THE PRESS : Just as good as you might get from an 
object nctunl ly in flight in th\3 a ir'? ' 

. CAPrAIN ·JAMES: Actually thicker • ! t :depends on 
the amount of· ·bend'i.ng. • . • " • . • 

. ' 
" • 

THE PRESS: And just as sharp on the scope? 
• 

CAPrA IN JAMES : · Yes • . ' . • 

. . . .. 
THE' PRESS : Can you get u blip from the ( inaudible) 

creat ed by t emper ature inver s i on? 

• • CAPTAIN. JAMES :' On the' gr-ound t ar get, yes . 

THE PRESS : Inl other wor ds, s'omething that' s on the 
ground that' s r efl ected off a r efracted cloud bank would throw 
off a blip on the r udar · scr een? : · 

. . . . ' I 

CAPTAIN J AMES : Yes , s ir. That ' s true . 

THE PRESS : Would a nearby r adar set get that bli p 
at · exact ·ly the same speed? : 

CAPTAIN JAMES : Not necessarily; no • 
• • • 

THE PRESS : 
something that l acks 
blip? . 

. 

Tn ot'her words·, you can have a light and 
substanc e and mat eria l and still have a 

CAPI'AIN JAMES : I don't quite under st and that question. 
' . . 

THE PRESS : 
without the necess ity 
semi-s.olid, such as a 

You can have a r adar i mage that's cr eat ed 
of r adar striking the soli d ob j ect or a 
cloud?· 

CAPl'AI N JAMEs·: Well, everitue.l-ly, it does have to 
strike an object • 

-

• 


